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A busy month for
Island Girls Inc.

ET out your pencils, pens and Post-

its. When you flip the wall calendar

to May, you will want to mark the

date for at least one loeal Girls Inc.
activity.

“This May is a big month for Girls Inc. of
the Island City,” said Kristin Butler, develop-
ment director.

In addition to a big lineup of events and pro-
gram registration dates, May marks the begin-
ning of executive director Romy Amos'
retirement after nearly 12 years with the organ-
ization.

“The Women of the 21st Century” speaker
series on May 9 will
feature KGO business
reporter Lynn Ji-
| menez discussing the
importance of
women's economie lit-
eracy. The event in-

w . cludes a presentation
) il by girls participating
Suzanne in “She’s on the
s-romn Money," a Girls Inc.

STSiora@anieom  Program teaching
money management

and economics.

The speaker series is the outreach arm for
the newly formed Women of the 21st Century
Club. Club members pay an annual fee and
agree to serve as ambassadors for Girls Ine. of
the Island City, They encourage their peers to
maﬁcc donations or become club members as
well.

When Butler asked what the women sought
in return, their only request was to receive reg-
ular updates on' Girls Inc. activities. Club
members want fo know their time and money
make a difference for girls.

“It's a heart thing," says Butler. “Women give
in a way that is less connected to perks and
more tied to the issues they're passionate
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Women of the 21st Century Club hosts six
speaker events each year. Past topics have in-
cluded violence against women and leader-
ship. July’s subject will be “Women and Girls .
in Science, Math and Technology.” Non-mem-
bers are welcome to attend.

“We want to raise funds, but we also want
to raise awareness of our programs,” says
Butler.

The largest fundraiser for Girls Inc. of the

- Island Gity is its Celebration of Excellence

Luncheon. The sixth annual luncheon begins
at 11 4.m. May 14 at the Oakland Airport

" Hilton. Tickets must be purchased by May 9.

Each year, the luncheon honors women

and youth in the community. This year’s hon-

orees include Ana-Marie Jones, executive di-
rector of Collaborating Agencies Responding
to Disasters, and Gretel Gates, a longtime Ala-
meda community advocate. -

Gates is known for her work with the

Mayor's Committee of the Homeless Shelter, - .

the American Heart Association in Alameda,
Meals on Wheels and the Temple Israel Sister-
hood, among others. Five finalists for the
Youth Award, recognizing girls providing com-
munity service and meeting Girls Inc. prin-
ciples, will be presented, with the winner -
named at the luncheon. ARy
Noel Cisneros, KRON-TV East Bay bureau
chief and an Alameda resident, will lead the -

ceremonies. Gilda Gonzales, CEO of Oak- " -

land's Unity Council and former chief of staff
to Oakland Mayor Jerry Brown, will be key-
note speaker.

‘Butler is proud that the girls of Girls Inc.

play an important role too. They research
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speakers’ backgrounds, write introduction
scripts and present awards. Girls also learn
luncheon etiquette so they feel confident at the
event.

. Girls 6 to 16 can take part in Girls Inc. of
the Island City programs this summer. Regis-
tration begins May 21. Details of the many

programs offered are found at the group’s re-
vamped Web site, www.girlsincislandcity.org.

The group also operates activity centers
open this summer to both girls and boys at
seven Alameda schools (Bay Farm, Earhart,
Edison, Franklin, Lum, Otis and Paden).
Check www.girlsincislandcity.org for enroll- -
ment information.

How to attend :
The Women of the 21st Century Club

| Speaker Event is at 6:30 p.m. May 9 at Imma-

nuel Lutheran Church, 1910 Santa Clara Ave.
Tickets will be sold at the door. For more in-
formation or to become a club member; con-
tact Butler at 521-1743. Tl

The Sixth Annual Girls Inc. of the Islafid
City Celebration of Excellence Luncheon isat;:
11 a.m. May 14 at the Oakland Airport Hilton. -
For tickets, call 521-1743. ANG Newspapers

and the Alameda-Times Star are media spop- .
sors. Other sponsorship opportunities are still
available. Contact Butler, 521-1743; before
May 11 to be listed as a sponsor in the'lun-
cheon program. -~ - .
_ Mentoring and speaking opportunities are
521-1743 to volunteer. R e

Call Suzanne T. Storar at 523-6641 or e-mail
STStorar@aol,com with information about Alameda’s
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